
HACKATHON 2021, BITS BIRAC BioNEST, Goa 

 
BITS BIRAC BioNEST, Goa and CIIE, BITS, Pilani K. K. Birla Goa Campus, organized a Hackathon 2021 
from January 26 - 28, 2021. The Hackathon was in collaboration with Stademy, Australia. Stademy 
(Startup Academy) is an accelerator, having a network of mentors and start-up partners that helps to 
create and scale startups. 
 

Applications were invited on the following themes: Health, Genetics, Water and Waste. Innovations could 
be based on technologies like Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning, Biotechnology, Bioinformatics, 
etc. 
Teams from BITS, Pilani K. K. Birla Goa Campus & several other Institutes in and around Goa such as 
Parvatibai Chowgule College of Arts and Science Goa, MS Ramaiah Institute of technology, Bangalore, 
St. Joseph's College of Engineering, Chennai, Bannari Amman institute of technology, Sathyamangalam 
etc. registered their ideas for the Hackathon. Out of the total number of ideas received, 12 teams having 
ideas in Health care diagnosis, treatment, cure and assistive devices; Waste segregation using image 
processing & AI, Water Technology etc. were shortlisted to present their technical and Business Plan in 
the Hackathon.  
 

Students and faculty from BITS, Pilani Goa and Ms. Jyothi Iyer, Stademy, Australia guided the teams as 
technical & business mentors. 
 

On Day 1 the shortlisted teams presented their ideas. Technical and Business Mentors were assigned to 
each team. 
Mr. Ravi Jangir, Leading the Industrial Design and branding for Cambium Networks gave a talk on 
‘Design’. 
 

On Day 2 questions and interactive feedback sessions were conducted for all the teams that presented 
their ideas. 
 

On Day 3 Final presentation was presented by the teams. Success criterion was based on MVP/ 
Prototype and Value it provides to the society/ market 
 

A jury of 5 members; Prof. Sunil Bhand (technical evaluation); Mr. Ashutosh Kharangate, MARC, Prof. 
Mridula Goel, Ms. Jyothi Iyer and Mr. Rajneesh Kumar (business evaluation); judged the ideas presented 
by the teams on the final day, January 28, 2021. 
 

The first place was awarded to the team with idea ‘Visio- Smart device enabling navigation for visually 
impaired’. 
 

The second place was awarded to the team with idea ‘Removal of emerging contaminants from waste 
water using sustainable Bio-material’. 
 

The third place was awarded to the team with idea ‘Ointment formulation for Acne & Anti Scarring using 
Trash Fish’. 
 

Selected ideas were offered prize money of Rs. 20,000/-, Rs. 10,000/- and Rs. 5,000/- as First, Second 
and Third prize respectively. 
Further the Ideas having incubation potential were offered incubation at BITS BIRAC BioNEST. 

 


